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continuing my journal with the same minuteness as before; sheltering myself in the thought, that we had done with the Hebrides; and not considering, that Dr. Johnson's Memorabilia, were likely to be more valuable when we were restored to a more polished society. Much has thus been irrecoverably lost.
In the course of our conversation this day, it came out, that Lady Eglintoune was married the year before Dr. Johnson was born; upon which she graciously said to him, that she might have been his mother; and that she now adopted him ; and when we were going away, she embraced him, say. ing,' My dear son, farewell1!' My friend was much pleased with this day's entertainment, and owned that I had done well to force him out.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2.
We were now in a country not only 'of saddles and bridles'] but of post-chaises; and having ordered one from Kilmar-nock, we got to Auchinleck" before dinner.
My father was not quite a year and a half older than Dr. Johnson; but his conscientious discharge of his laborious duty as a judge in Scotland, where the law proceedings are almost all in writing,—a severe complaint which ended in his death,—and the loss of my mother, a woman of almost unexampled piety and goodness,—had before this time in some degree affected his spirits1, and rendered him less disposed to exert his faculties : for he had originally a very'strongmind,
1 ' She called Boswell the boy: " yes, Madam," said I, " we will send him to school." " He is already," said she, " in a good school;" and expressed her hope of his improvement. At last night came, and I was sorry to leave her.' Piozzi Letters, \. 200. Sec ante, iii. 416.
" See ante, pp. 362, 413.
3 Burns, who was in his fifteenth year, was at this time living at Ayr, about twelve miles away. When later on he moved to Mauchline, he and Boswell became much nearer neighbours.
1 He had, however, married again. Ante, ii. 161, note i. It is curious that Boswell in thjs narrative docs not mention his stepmother.
andms, p. 23.
